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Old Oakville HCD in Oakville

Wychwood Park HCD in Toronto

The Ontario Heritage Act (OHA) enables 

cultural heritage value or interest as a Heritage 

Conservation District (HCD). 

character. 

District designation is also used to control 

attributes.

HERITAGE CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

(Image Source: University of Waterloo, Heritage Resource Centre). 

Queen & Picton Street HCD in Niagara-on-the-lake

Churchville HCD in Brampton

King Street East HCD in Cobourg Cross-Melville HCD in Hamilton



INTRODUCTION: MAIN STREET SOUTH

!

Main Street South is a mature, tree-lined street with 

downtown Brampton. It is an important area where the 

as a Heritage Conservation District in the “Heritage 

Conservation District Feasibility Study.” This study was 

Architects in 2009. 

Heritage Conservation Districts in the downtown, starting 

with Main Street South. 

Conservation District involves a two-stage process 

Heritage Conservation District Study (Stage 1) and to 

prepare a District Plan (Stage 2).

Main Street South HCD Study Area

 

 

HERITAGE CONSERVATION DISTRICT FEASIBILITY STUDY 
for the Establishment of Heritage Conservation Districts  

in Downtown Brampton  
 

by the George Robb Architect team 
Paul Dilse, Heritage Planning Consultant 

Bernard Hermsen, Principal, MHBC Planning Limited 
Wendy Shearer, Principal, Wendy Shearer Landscape Architect 

Peter Stewart, Principal Architect, George Robb Architect 
 

for the City of Brampton 
 

January 6, 2009 
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The 2009 Downtown Heritage Conservation 
District Feasibility Study prepared by the 

Street South as 1 of 8 potential HCDs in 
downtown Brampton.



MAIN STREET SOUTH HCD STUDY: PHASE 1 - COMPLETE

Ontario Heritage Act

• 

preserved as a heritage conservation district;

• 

• 

• 

Main Street South looking north. Date unknown. (Source: PAMA).

review and comment on the Main Street South Heritage 

Conservation District Study. The meetings were well 

The District Study was endorsed by the Brampton 

September 2014. In addition to approving the District Study, 

Main Street South Heritage Conservation District Plan and 

supporting guidelines, as well as the designation by-law, 



PROPOSED DISTRICT BOUNDARY

• Study recommended that the Main 

Street South HCD boundary include 

South, between Wellington Street 

•

2009 “Feasibility Study” as part 

Old Brampton”
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Streetscape view of Main Street South (Source: City of Brampton). 

Birds-eye view of Main Street South (Source: City of Brampton). 



MAIN STREET SOUTH HCD PLAN: STAGE 2 - IN PROGRESS

policies and guidelines that will assist in the protection 

district.  

Ontario Heritage Act outlines the 

designating the area as a Heritage Conservation 

District;

• A statement explaining the cultural heritage value 

the district;

• Policy statements, guidelines and procedures 

change in the heritage conservation district; and,

property in the heritage conservation district may 

56 - 58 Main Street South. Unknown date. (Source: PAMA).

Gage Park c1920 (Source: PAMA). 59 Main Street South c. 1910 (Source: PAMA). 



DRAFT OBJECTIVES OF THE MAIN STREET SOUTH HCD
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DRAFT DISTRICT GUIDELINES

The District Plan guidelines provide 

restoration, and alteration activities in a 

the Brampton Heritage Board, and 

Council may use the guidelines when 

assessing alterations to properties within 

the District.

   

The guidelines are intended to help 

manage change and to conserve 

the existing architectural and cultural 

The guidelines simultaneously encourage 

adaptation and improvement to properties 

within the District.

SAMPLE OF DRAFT GUIDELINES: WINDOWS
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dormers. designed with historic proportions in 

mind.

dormers.

SAMPLE OF DRAFT GUIDELINES: WINDOWS

decorative elements.



Do N  build additions to the street-

building.

building. 

in proportion, and cladding material 

the photograph uses complimentary 

windows. 

building. 

principal building. 

SAMPLE OF DRAFT GUIDELINES: ADDITIONS

NOT APPROPRIATE



SAMPLE OF DRAFT GUIDELINES: LANDSCAPE

• 

and a pedestrian scale. 

• 

the streetscape to houses. 

• Conserve historic topographical and 

alterations to building and landscapes 

and with new construction.

properties within the District.  



PROPOSED HERITAGE PERMIT PROCESS FOR 

MAIN STREET SOUTH HCD

What is a Heritage Permit?
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Examples of Routine Maintenance

• Minor exterior repairs

• Interior renovations

•

Examples of Minor Heritage Permit

• Exterior alterations 

•

Examples of Major Heritage Permit

•

• New primary or secondary structures

• Demolition

• Additions

J0&$)">.+()/+0$&"
K$",()0+/1("7():0+")(F-0)(2

J0&$)"<()0+/1("I():0+

9-3:0+"/77.0%/+0$&

J/H$)"<()0+/1("I():0+

9-3:0+"/77.0%/+0$&

9+/44")(*0(D'"7)$7$'(2"

D$)B"4$)"%$:7.0/&%("

D0+,"<;5"1-02(.0&('

C)/:7+$&"

<()0+/1("C$/)2

I():0+"

0''-(2

;$-&%0.

LM9

KN
9+/44")(*0(D'"

7)$7$'(2"D$)B"4$)"

%$:7.0/&%("D0+,"

<;5"1-02(.0&('"/&2"

'-3:0+'")(7$)+

I():0+"

0''-(2

I():0+"

0''-(2

D0+,"

%$&20+0$&'

I():0+"

)(4-'(2

LM9 LM9 KN

N7+0$&"+$"/77(/."

2(%0'0$&"+$"NJC

I./&&0&1"O"P&4)/'+)-%+-)("

9()*0%('";$::0++((



HOW DOES A HCD AFFECT PROPERTY OWNERS?

Will the Main Street South HCD affect the interior of 

my property?

• No. The HCD Plan only considers exteriors. 

Can I make changes to my property?

• Yes. The District Plan contains policies policies and 

pursuing alterations. A Heritage Permit may also be 

Can I demolish my building? 

• 

Will I have to restore my property?

• No. Designation does not require you to restore your 

property

Will I have to pay for a Heritage Permit?

• 



BENEFITS OF HERITAGE CONSERVATION DISTRICT DESIGNATION

Maintain Character of Community  

• 

• Provides demolition control.

Specialized Planning Framework

• Process respects community history and identity. 

• 

Enhanced Quality of Life

• 

• 

Cultural and Economic Vitality 

• 

• 

incentives.

• 

Financial Incentives 

• 

Alderlea Estate (Source: PAMA). 

 
(52-58 Main Street S) (Source: PAMA). 



Public consultation is essential to the  

HCD plan-making process

surrounding HCDs in downtown Brampton (November 

2007)

the Main St S HCD Study (February 2014)

Main Street South HCD Plan, and planning amendments 

(December 2016)

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

56 Main St S (Source: City of Brampton).

73 Main Street S (Source: City of Brampton).



PLANNING AMENDMENTS

Downtown Brampton Secondary Plan (SPA 7)

• 

with the proposed Main Street South HCD 

• Add policies to align with the Heritage Conservation 

 

Site Plan Control By-law

• Any additions, new construction, or accessory 

buildings greater than 24m2 2) currently requires 

site plan control 

•  

•  

• 

construction 

• 



Council Decision: Study Area? Study does not proceed

Municipal Heritage Committee 

consulted

Study Commences (Phase 1)

Study Findings & Recommendations 

Council Decision: Proceed with 

Designation?

Prepare HCD Plan & Guidelines. 

Are there provisions in OP for HCD 

designation? (Phase 2)

Council Decision: Designate Area?

Objections?

*NB. By-law may need to be amended for an appeal allowed “in part”

**The Ontario Heritage Act requires a municipality to hold at least one public meeting 

regardning a Heritage Conservation District Plan before a by-law adopting the Plan is 

made.

District Designated:

1. By-law in effect*

2. HCD plan & guidelines adopted

Notice of By-law passage:

1. Served on district property owners

2. Served on Ontario Heritage Trust

3. Made public

consider HCD Plan and  

Designation bylaw

Area not designated

and adopted

HCD Plan & By-law shelved

Ontario Municipal Board hearing

Appeal allowed in whole or in 

part*

Appeal dismissed

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

YES

NO

 gra 
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Main Street South area 

identified as 1 of 8 po-

tential HCDs in down-

town Brampton.

2009 Downtown Heritage Conservation District 

Feasibility Study 

by George Robb Architect Team

City Council directed staff to focus on 

gradual creation of Heritage Conservation 

Districts (HCDs) in downtown Brampton, 

starting with the Main Street South area. 

In 2010, City of Brampton retained ERA 

Architects to complete the HCD Study 

(Stage 1) and Plan (Stage 2).

HERITAGE CONSERVATION DISTRICT DESIGNATION PROCESS

WE ARE HERE

NEXT STEPS

•

District Plan and planning 

amendments. (Q1 2017)

•Address all comments 

HCD Plan and planning 

amendments. (Q1 2017)

•

Plan, designation by-law, and 

planning amendments to the 

endorsement. (Q2 2017)

•

Plan, designation by-law and 

planning amendments to 

(Q2 2017)


